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Dwarfism  
in Animals  
on Islands
SpeAker: Victoria Herridge, Natural History Museum
The extinct dwarf elephants of the Mediterranean are remarkable. They evolved many times, on many islands, from large mainland species such as the 
4-metre tall straight-tusked elephant. Some of these dwarf elephant species were just 1-metre tall as adults, making them the smallest elephants to have 
ever existed. But although we know that dwarf elephants evolved in response to the island environment, we still don’t fully understand the causes.  A big part 
of this problem is that we simply do not know how old these elephant fossils are: some of the best fossil evidence was collected over 100 years ago, before 
modern geological dating techniques were available. To change this, I’ve been seeking out sites excavated by Victorian and edwardian naturalists such as 
Thomas Spratt, Andrew Leith Adams, Hugh Falconer and Dorothea Bate, so that we could bring modern methods to bear on their discoveries. In this talk, 
I will tell the story of those pioneering researchers, and how I came to follow in their footsteps with a team of geochronologists, and what our new findings 
might mean for our understanding of dwarf elephant evolution.

Date: Wednesday 11 September 2013
Timings: This lecture will be given at 3pm and 6pm on this day (with tea/coffee served for half an  
hour before each), so please let us know, when requesting a place, which talk you would like to attend.

Venue: The Geological Society of London, Burlington House

entry to this lecture is free to all, but places are allocated on a ballot basis. please call at reception (to your right) or contact the Society by post, phone, fax or email (see below).

For further information, please contact:
Conference Office, The Geological Society,
Burlington House, piccadilly, London W1J 0BG
T: 020 7434 9944   F: 0207 439 8975
e: registrations@geolsoc.org.uk
W: www.geolsoc.org.uk/shelllondonlectures13
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